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How Singapore’s ‘smart power’ can inspire China-US relations in
the run-up to the Trump-Kim summit

Tom Plate says those involved in China-US relations should heed Singaporean Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong’s advice to avoid ‘us versus them’ thinking

Next week, it now seems, the American president will be in Singapore, along with the
North Korean leader. Both are famously quirky. Is Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong worried? | recently visited Lee, host of the monster summit that — on the off-chance all
goes well — could trigger a process for taming the tenor and changing the geopolitical shape of
East Asia. Lee, only the third prime minister since the city state’s founding and the elder son
of the late Lee Kuan Yew, parried my questions from his office in the Istana presidential
mansion.

My goal was to understand his take on Sino-US relations, even though, at this
writing, North Korea’s ally, Beijing, won’t officially be attending the Korean summit. “I
suppose [the choice of Singapore] shows that we are friends with them [North Korea and the
US] and they believe we can do a good job of it,” said Lee.

“And it’s politically acceptable to them to be here ... [But]| they have a very difficult task.
This summit is taking place at not very long notice, and without ... extensive preparation or
contact between the two sides. It is not easy to make a sudden breakthrough, but it is the first
step towards both sides resuming a dialogue.”

How Singapore’s ‘smart power’ can inspire China-US relations in the run-up to the
Trump-Kim summit.

Diplomatically, Singapore has tried hard to fashion a happy face for all, far and near,
not least the US and China. Some might like to see China collapse; others would like to see
the US flop. Singapore is not a member of either group. The reason: it practises “smart
power”.

Lee is happy the leaders of the US and North Korea are taking this giant step. He
believes binary thinking in international relations is a double-edged sword. While it simplifies
foreign policy formulation, the “they bad/we good” approach is not productive.

Lee says that “It is up to you [the US] how you want to see the world. The question is
what conclusion you will reach. Do you conclude that the Chinese have to be like you, in
order to be your friend? Or do you conclude that they do not have to be like you, yet you can
still do business with them?

13


http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/diplomacy/article/2148963/us-troops-south-korea-not-discussion-trump-kim-summit-jim-mattis
http://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/2088894/dont-mess-n-koreas-kim-he-thinks-hes-his-grandfather
http://www.scmp.com/topics/lee-kuan-yew
http://www.scmp.com/topics/china-us-relations
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2139500/why-china-wont-be-sidelined-north-korean-affairs

“We do hope that vou can come to the second conclusion, because it is not necessary for
you to be enemies just because you are different from them. They do not think less of you just
because you do not have a Communist Party of the United States.”

Developing nations look at wealthy Singapore, despite its Lilliputian size, and wonder,
“why not us?” Its glittering success has all but revised economic development textbooks,
inspiring other nations to view it — or Brobdingnagian China — as a model. By contrast,
the American way is not as much in fashion.

“You [Americans] do feel that you have an idea how the rest of the world should be
run,” Lee said. “That is very worrying, because if you take a negative attitude to [Beijing]
there will be a reaction. They are already suspicious of you, that you intend to frustrate their
ambitions to greatness ... The Chinese do not feel they should be sat upon in judgment.”

Lee quickly adds: “The Chinese model is not our solution either, and we have to feel our
way forward too because I don’t think our model automatically works [that well] as you move

FATARAREFRREF
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RABBERXETMZERSH , T 1997 F£F 2001 FRFSTRAMBUT. EHEESWAT,
WRXERERSENAR. ES—ENR A RAGTMIGHETRER , RTERRE, EiF, RENRE
RS, BREVRZENERET -RF 1 iF,

AL %
FHF BPH

E% % October 1929

ALEBERMEE,
SSEPH,
$XEPH,
R BERIIIMNE
—~ISR IR E,
TRERE,
RETAERE
THIRZERE,
DOUBLE NINTH

-=- To the Tune of Cai Sang Zi
Mao ze dong October 1929

Age tells on man, but rarely on Nature.
Double ninth each year ever .
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Here comes Double Ninth again,
The chrysanthemums on the battleground smell sweeter .

The yearly autumn wind blows with vigor;

It's unlike springtime,

But more splendorous than spring,

Rivers and azure sky vast over the frosty fields endless.

TR #

9 . S .
It s better to fail at originality than to succeed
5 5 o 5 9
in imitation.
----Herman Melville (1819 -1891); an American novelist, short story writer,
and poet of the American Renaissance period. His best known works include

Typee (1846), a romantic account of his experiences in Polynesian life, and his
whaling novel Moby-Dick (1851).

LR

R B-E/RE/R (1819 F -1891 F);EEH/PRR, EWER, EEXZ XM
WA, HEREREEERANBEL PN IMANRBLA /DR GRE) (1846 &) BL
BiR& /i (EBGER) ( 1851 F ),

The reward for conformity was that everyone liked
you except yourself.

----Rita Mae Brown (born November 28, 1944) is an American writer,
activist, and feminist. She is best known for her first novel Rubyfruit Jungle.
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BE

RERARX ARBRMMM Prometheus, A BT BB RARIE BE . Prometheus, kiFf,Beethoven
FH A AMEEREHEBACEETE—R.

K Prometheus HRBXCEL FEFTEARD EEEE—F 2. EER FESE Prometheus 58, M
BESE MO0 BREA AL EE'EA Prometheus FEHEFELFEES BT REMR Prometheus HRE
J.Prometheus REERESZKEHESER LM Athena BB LZWHBCE T AR EBX ST AL #E
HARER BABRUARTAEEIER HBALT ARBRS AR ERFHELEAERAN MEIAREFTHEE B
AZEM Olympus (FEZE® LG T X Kt R ER HifA TH8RAE B Pandora box HEIAHE B
FREFUES MR LNEE L SXK—IAMEEM T XRENTFEXEN KL EiH A EAZIHEEERIF
BNEE AMESKEHHBLRBRTE. JLTERE, Hercules (BMATEA DL 50 FRABBINRANETEHRT
BRAOHIEE Philip) A FREFMEREBBED BEMHATE, B T EZKEH EMSAKER — REK F L
FL—REMRLLENAT AEHTUB SRS ERBN AR DENESMRILAREL,

Prometheus HWE X
(1) Prometheus BIi& T AX FIASEFARERRAXRTIZREXE.

Q) KFERREBLH BRARXH EE.

(3) HEI S ARER EERERAEREARBR KEEFRRBE 2P .M Prometheus M8 7 X KRBUHE HHY
Al MEEREERNITE Prometheus AT ERECHES KRR ISITEH.

4 REEN RETHEEN SR IRETKRREERE ARGRANELD EhLF MM EEE AR R HEE

BAAXABAGEBEEHEINRR . Plato & Prometheus Olga Raggio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olga Raggio

"The Myth of Prometheus" (p.45)

<For Plato only the virtues of "reverence and justice can provide for the maintenance of a civilized
society — and these virtues are the highest gift finally bestowed on men in equal measure."

EEEANBHI AAFE LHFEFRANERBIERZ 2N Prometheus .Roman era & Prometheus

The Myth of Prometheus" (p.48)

"The Prometheus myth of creation as a visual symbol of the Neoplatonic concept of human nature,
illustrated in (many) sarcophagi, was evidently a contradiction of the Christian teaching of the unique
and simultaneous act of creation by the Trinity."

Neoplatonic concept (R#BIN)BENAMRBAENSHEME.

The imagery of Prometheus and the creation of man used for the purposes of the representation of
the creation of Adam in biblical symbolism is also a recurrent theme in the artistic expression of late
Roman antiquity.

John Milton B<kBE>HEERIZFN —E S, R# 3. Middle Age,Renaissance & Prometheus

FEEFESE A ERZEERASGELR MEEREWES HBKESFE Prometheus W E¥.hiit
B KHEF Saint Augustine https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine of Hippo

F & <The City of God>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The City of God FEMRI <Good beats evil>

BESZ/EZMT Prometheus ¥ BT (Divine Comedy) B REBAKE - BB ER.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine Comedy

i F Giovanni Boccaccio (hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Boccaccio )#z HEER2E#%E+H
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#H(Decameron ), R L BE R TOEELD.

"The Myth of Prometheus"” (p.54)

<For Boccaccio, Prometheus is placed "In the heavens where all is clarity and truth, [Prometheus]
steals, so to speak, a ray of the divine wisdom from God himself, source of all Science,supreme Light
of every man." >

John Milton X Prometheus

HERABYAIE ERAREAN. K%E (Lost Paradise ) LEF—RNBHRHBRT ANRREE
B FPREZHME BRI RNLFORBEITAY RAZBTFTER AENEEFAE. SESEEZHBMEK
SHNEHEIFMET LFPELSEECN I HNESHRLNRF BL HEREEAEELER TR, TEEEEH
EHTHREE LFEEEFARLRBRERWERPHFEBNDY ) MUEHEER I EN8 RIETEEER
ZRNER R, EFAETAACEET LF BERECIATRABRBEHNEBREY SIER X 85 B8k FH
—HBREENER Milton BEHERABKERBSER REV 7 VREEBHEAABLLFaE EHAHERE
BRFAAE ERYERERNEELR.

<KRBE>EFENRERPFREHL Prometheus TIRFTA KRB BIHHFE K Prometheus BEHE
EM BT .Romantic era, & Prometheus Romanticism JRER B E 81 —E 2 ES Sturm und Drang,
Y BR<FMER>.hitps:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sturm und Drang AMFRSFE HFHENEMEA TR
EmARAREN BIEFERNEEBRA French Revolution HELE ETEARNES 2 THELHREAT!
ERERBI M T Prometheus ¥f!French Revolution ZF Napoleon B ARE D EIhStt ARz B fib

EAEREM?F Romanticism FEA T & .especially the question of whether Napoleon is an ordinary

man ‘within’ history, or a semi-allegorical personage — a representative of some ideology or concept
(like Liberty or Heroism). Lastly, | show how Napoleon influences Romantic concern about

‘imposing’ ideas onto analysis of the world.
http://eprints.Ise.ac.uk/29371/1/Imposing%200n%20Napoleon%20the%20Romantic%20appropriation%
200f%20Bonaparte%20%28LSER0%29.pdf

Goethe M Prometheus

BBRSCB AR Goethe BT Prometheus BT —BE 5, R TS,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus (Goethe)

Yet thou must leave My earth still standing; My cottage, too, which was not raised by thee; Leave
me my hearth, Whose kindly glow By thee is envied. Who helped me Against the Titans' insolence?
Who rescued me from certain death, From slavery? Here sit |, forming mortals After my image; A race
resembling me, To suffer, to weep, To enjoy, to be glad, And thee to scorn, As I!

AR HOHRAENERY A MHREER.

Nietzsche & Prometheus Nietzsche---R@ikE# — U Z B AL, 28 EF Prometheus #RMN T !
Friedrich Nietzsche(JE3R) B K4E; "Also Sprach Zarathustra"<Zarathustra MR > & —FHE;
"Zarathustra R ILFMERB RPWIB R EHIRILUKF< EFIET >"ER Nietzsche HRAZE.
Nietzsche LHEMN EFFRUMAH DN LT MEBRZNEE MELAEA Zarathustra RERA B . Zarathustra
fAIRFAE?

fo it I FREBAY Zoroastrians. BRI (FE X BB E--- Zarathustra. Prometheus W ERREN Z 8AH!

FER Prometheus EPEX(LEBRHRE Prometheus WEF EMRIAARENAYRXHWHE F.
SRPA<BERIE> ERME.AFPHLLERLEEETE BRZRTEEFLHEERESECR NEHRER
ALEERE RATAXRBUER BEEHEF AR B —BBHVRAAE LR 13 FHPHHERR, %
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HAREHMBERADB FRBEIERGE NEIAXREEU<NS>BB. EFREEAEE RAMEREFRF
BE%R.

KFER Prometheus KFFHFARMEAS FEZ— HAKFRTEDERMAR Z—EAAHMT FET
EENEHHE T TFEFRCTENREFEROMERE L TRE . KFEERIUM Prometheus #R HEPE—A
FERESER S ELR— TP REE REFTRERZIERNERTHERES L FERE 2T TR E&R
ALHERERERE BERAHRAE. RN LRTEE AR RHERE THEZIMAZRE REMl
WEMESETRE-— KNSR AR TEREZRAE ANARELAR 2R ECHES FHEARE &L
EHHETR R Prometheus ¥EHIIE?

KFF—B\m 7 Prometheus B AN REEESTHRABEN IR HEBE<DO TG EFRE>.
FRANKSRHAHERAR REBRERTEHSENN. PRIEA$E Prometheus BEEHFEILZ 3T,
Prometheus fEHHFEAFE. PREEARE=HAEFZXEG AR RERZREHEFEIN
Prometheus ¥&4.

BXZIARL Lz R A EN<EH TEEE-REZEAEGNOR. MERXERSE Prometheus
WEER TNERE YARBHNERERRKEER Prometheus 5. BRiEANNEXBE<ARESHRE
ATERRFEEEIHERBEPENGERE EELA TEEMM S FIER Prometheus ¥E®?

BREERELENERMN Romantic era, ZBHMFERM 7 HE. ARELEENEELSTHEXIR REIHR RE
EmBEwTH—- X, &7 PE.

&

BERE SARENTES UEAES R EXE R B 2R BEEE D ZEL Prometheus G T IEE
EENHN. mESN ECNPECEREXLERZ THRTRE. BRE FIERFEMALE PEAER
HET!

BERLEK, Zeus MARITHRE 2LRWATH Prometheus IEEMKENRIERNIEH RPN ESR B AL
#H2 RARMEER RAZL> LEEMH FH—& & Zeus BBZ O BB BRAEERE Prometheus .
ERSR EREETERBOAN ERLHN, BAN LB, BiEFFRAFA<AF- B <AlFf-REEENER,
BERMENES. EPEEAESH Prometheus 18, 3T Zeus.
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