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Well-Bottom Frog

(To the tune of Zhegutian)

ZRad 3=F
The frog at the bottom of a well suffers dementia narrow-minded,
He conceits himself as the Dean and disdains the world.
Stretching with all his might, yet shorter than four fingerbreadths,
The frog asserts the sKy is not bigger than the boiler (id.

Hissing, quacking and croaking,

The frog claims to be the Big Brother of villains hanging on for power.
Depressed as confined in the urn, why don’t you seek right or wrong?
The frog, toadying Japs without repentance, jumps as bossy as ever.
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“We cannot change the cards we are dealt,
just how we p[dy the hand.”

----Randy Pausch: “The last Lecture’, Carnegie Mellon University , September 18,

2007

* Randolph (Randy) Fredrick Pausch was an American computer science
professor at Carnegie Mellon University and died at age 47. After leaning that he
was terminally ill in September 2006 at age 45, he gave an upbeat and thought-
provoking lecture at Carnegie Mellon, which became a popular YouTube video.

He later coauthored a bestselling book entitled The Last Lecture.
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China and Europe

By Zhao Jinglun

Two great civilizations and a quarter of mankind coming closer together in a
comprehensive strategic partnership between China and the EU as a result of President
Xi Jinping's historic visit to Europe has got to be the best news in a long time, as it will

surely strengthen peace and foster prosperity in the world.

bl

Visiting Chinese President Xi Jinping (L) shakes hands with European Council President

Herman Van Rompuy during their talks in Brussels, Belgium, on March 31, 2014. [Xinhua]
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Peace, first of all because China's rise is peaceful, is not an expedience, but is a carefully
thought out long-term strategy. As Xi explained in his speech delivered in Berlin,
"China's pursuit of peace is rooted in its national character formed through generations."
He pointed out that "China was for a long time one of the most powerful countries in the
world, yet it never engaged in colonialism or aggression.” He was obviously referring to
Zheng He's huge fleet during the Ming Dynasty which went on seven friendly goodwill
voyages, Vvisiting some 30 countries in the West Pacific and Indian Ocean.

A good example of China's independent foreign policy is shown in the context of the
Ukrainian crisis pitting the West against Russia. China insists on staying neutral. It
refuses to take sides, while trying to mediate and find a diplomatic solution.

China's powerful economic growth is contributing more and more to world growth,
especially as Europe is emerging from its sovereign debt crisis, and China-Europe
cooperation is of special importance. The EU is China's largest trading partner; and
China is the EU's second largest trading partner. The two make up a third of the world
economy. The broad-reaching strategic partnership between China and the EU means
there is still room for greater expansion as amply demonstrated by Xi's visit.

The Chinese president's first stop was the Netherlands. There, the two countries
signed eight cooperative documents, in fields including energy, agriculture, economy
and trade, and culture. That testifies to the scope of their fruitful cooperation.

In France, Xi's second stop, the two countries signed 50 economic and trade
agreements worth a total of 18 billion euros, or 153.978 billion RMB. This will lead to
greater employment, economic expansion and general prosperity in both countries.
Economic cooperation between China and Germany, President Xi's third stop, is on an
even larger scale. The two countries have been important trade partners with two-way
trade amounting to US$161.13 billion in 2012.

On March 28, the central banks of China and Germany signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to establish an RMB clearing and settlement mechanism in
Frankfurt, an important step to turning Frankfurt into an offshore RMB center. That will
open up a bright future for financial exchanges between China and Germany.

On his last leg of his maiden tour of Europe, President Xi arrived in Brussels. China
and Belgium agreed to elevate their bilateral relationship to a comprehensive friendly
cooperative partnership. The two sides signed cooperation agreements covering

economics and trade, science and technology.
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The linchpin of Xi's Europe tour is, to be sure, stronger ties with the EU. In their 20-
point joint statement, the two sides confirmed that Xi's visit was a landmark in EU-China
relations; stressed their determination to strengthen the global dimension of their
cooperation; and reaffirmed their commitment to deepening their partnership for peace,
growth, reform and civilization.

Those four things constitute the most important aspects of international life.
President Xi's tour strengthened his rapport with European leaders. Even though they
did not agree on every point, the Chinese president wrote in Belgium's daily Le Soir that
"Rocks cannot interrupt the course of ariver in its tumultuous voyage to the ocean. | am
convinced that no problem or difference can snarl the march of Sino-European

friendship and cooperation." http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-04/02/content_31981772.htm
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Are Americans war-weary?

By Zhao Jinglun

Even the neocon chief William Kristol answered: "Sure" to the question "Are
Americans today war-weary?" But he insisted that Americans are not unusually war-
weary. And he had high praise for awoman named Heidi Szrom of Valpareiso, Indiana,
who called "war-weary" a "shopworn phrase" and attacked U.S. defense cuts. He also
praised Ronald Reagan for "winning" the Cold War, and declared "A war-weary public
can be awakened and rallied." (See Weekly Standard, March 24, 2014)

Striking an imbalance [By Gou Ben/China.org.cn]

But writing in the Washington Post, David Ignatius quoted some House of
Representatives who knew what the public was thinking: "I can't adequately describe
how unwilling the American people are to get involved in another war in the Middle East.
And remarked another: "We are not just war-weary, we are war-wary." (WP, March 24,
2013)

According to a December 2013 Pew poll, 52 percent of Americans believe "the U.S.
should mind its own business internationally and let other countries get along the best
they can on their own." Only 38 percent disagree.



Asked if the United States should think less in "international terms but concentrate
more on our national problems," Americans agree by 60-16, or a ratio of 5-to-1. That
sentiment manifested itself in the summer against U.S. intervention in Syria. That was
one reason why Obama did not order cruise missile attacks on Damascus. Another
consideration, as Seymour Hersh suggested, the British intelligence informed
Washington, it was probably not Bashar al-Assad, but the al-Nusra Front backed by
Turkey that carried out the sarin attack in Ghouta.

America fought so many wars, and with the exception of the two World Wars, few had
made the country safer. And the Afghan and Iraq wars have been strategic disasters. One
wonders why war-weariness came so late. Ever since the end of World War Il, Americans
have more or less supported their leaders' role as the world's judge, jury and policemen
as long as the personal cost was modest. With the abolition of the draft, America now
has an all volunteer military, only a tiny fraction of the population, and disproportionately
minorities and people from lower income families, bear the brunt of the fighting and
casualties

Americans are finally becoming sick and tired of foreign intervention and wars
because they are ruinous -- they throw the government deeply into debt; public services
have shrunk, incomes have stagnated, opportunities are disappearing, and the economic
future is looking increasingly dim. So the people's tolerance for foreign adventures is
reaching its limits.

The American people may be war-weary, but Washington is not. The American governing
class is still willing to use force anywhere, any time and at its own discretion in order to
maintain their power as the world's hegemon.

The Obama administration has toughened its stand on island disputes between
China on the one hand and Japan and the Philippines on the other, in spite of the fact
that Washington and Beijing have agreed to establish a new type of big power
relationship.

It is mulling over the possibility of training the Syrian rebels even though they are clearly
dominated by al-Qaeda and like minded jihadists.

In its standoff with Russia over Ukraine, it has sent a second Arleigh Burke-class
guided missile destroyer the USS Donald Cook (DDG-75) into the Black Sea, and twelve
F-16 fighter planes to Poland. It has also sent John Brennan, the CIA chief to Kiev, surely
not just to have tea with the interim leaders there.

Even though the Obama administration may be wary about committing boots on the
ground, it has stepped up its drone war and special forces operations.

The author is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please visit:

http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-04/21/content 32157573.htm
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http://dianshiju.cntv.cn/special/mzd/
http://tv.cntv.cn/video/VSET100180369036/€2948edb34c8444996d6736ff6f06cd6
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