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We have to get it right

By Zhao Jinglun November 9, 2014
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2014-11/09/content_34007820.htm
The “it” in the title refers to the U.S.- China relationship.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, in a speech delivered at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies on November 4, quoted Chinese Ambassador to Washington Cui Tiankai, who
characterized the China-U.S. relationship as “the most important as well as the most sensitive, the most
comprehensive as well as the most complex, and the most promising as well as the most challenging.” To
Cui’s dialectics, Kerry added that the relationship was “the most consequential in the world today,
period, and it will do much to determine the shape of the 21st century,” so he stated emphatically: “We
have to get it right.”

Well said. No other bilateral relationship in history had so many dimensions and reached such
importance. Get it right, and both countries as well as the world will benefit. Get it wrong, then both
countries and the world would suffer.

How then can the two sides get it right?

China and the United States are cooperating in many fields, and the potential for expanding
cooperation to new fields is seemingly unlimited.

The two major powers are the largest economies in the world. Their bilateral trade in goods and
services amounts to nearly US$600 billion annually, and their mutual investments are close to US$100

billion. The close economic and trade relations serve as the linchpin of their bilateral relations.
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There are, however, trade conflicts. The United States needs to overcome its protective tendencies
and stop slapping unreasonably heavy duties on certain Chinese goods. To help balance trade, the
United States should relax its restrictions on exports of high-tech products to China.

Cooperation in ecology is high on the agenda. Kerry and China’s State Councilor Yang Jiechi
recently agreed to launch the U.S.-China Climate Change Working Group.

Promising areas of cooperation could include anti-corruption, fighting nuclear proliferation,
terrorism, Ebola and other diseases, and combating all kinds of illegal trafficking.

China and the United States are two very different countries with different histories, cultural
traditions, value schemata and institutions. It is natural that they should hold different views.

In terms of security, there are some rather serious differences that need be carefully managed. Each
side needs to take a long-term view and a strategic vision. Both sides need to enhance mutual strategic
trust.

In Kerry’s words, the relationship is built on two pillars: constructively managing our differences
and just as constructively coordinating our efforts on the wide range of issues where our interests are
aligned.

Presidents Xi Jinping and Barack Obama already got off to a good start at their Annenberg Farm
dialogue. They agreed to establish a new type of major power relationship to avoid the “Thucydides
trap.”

When President Obama comes to Beijing for the informal APEC summit and a state visit, the two
leaders are expected to make the new major power relationship even more solid and substantial.

The writer is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please visit:

http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm
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lo. ATRER, BEFXT., — CEBEFERID

Without good intentions, even though brave and powerful, the man
will meet setbacks and fall.

2 TDIRARRZ2ETA — TE - ERRY

Don’ t impose on others whatever you won' t like them to do to

you.
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3. EFmTHANE, INABTRRE, — GRag © FHRY
The gentlemen are harmonious in mind, but not uniform in all
opinions. The mean crowds flaunt uniformity in everything, but not
conforming in mind.
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When a ruler's conducts are proper, he will be obeyed without
issuing orders. If his behaviors are not suitable, however, he may
emit many commands, but they will not be complied with.

So RIKAT, X IRL, —(EF - XL
Things in the world are all different with each other, that’ s how
they were created.

6, 7o 1= B, EBFERXRTIZRMY, - «FLIT - FEY
Wisdom, virtue, and courage, are the top three moralities under
heaven.
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The wise are free from perplexity, the virtuous from angst, and the
brave from fear.
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Isn’ tit apleasure to meet friends coming from afar?
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“ Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.”
---- Albert Camus (1913 — 1960); a French Nobel Prize winning author, journalist, and philosopher. His views

contributed to the rise of the philosophy known as absurdism.
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“The music is not in the notes, but in the silence between.”

---- Wolfang Amadeus Mozart (1756 — 1791); an Austrian famous composer of the Classical era in the history of

Western music. With Haydn and Beethoven he brought to its height the achievement of the Viennese Classical School .
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China-US relations at
a new historical starting point

By Zhao Jinglun

U.S. President Barack Obama's state visit to China and the talks between Presidents Xi Jinping
and Obama have brought China-U.S. relations, after 35 years of development, to a new historical
starting point. Xi has characterized China and the United States as ballasts. For the Ark to sail steadily

and on course, it needs something that serves as ballast. We are all in the same boat.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) and U.S. President Barack Obama attend a joint press conference following
their talks at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, Nov. 12, 2014. [Xinhua/Liu Weibing]

In fact, relations embarked on a new course in June last year when the two presidents agreed at
the Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage to establish a new type of major power
relationship: with no conflict, no confrontation, mutual respect and cooperation to achieve win-win
results.

Their job in the Beijing talks was to make that relationship more solid and substantial, to raise it to
a higher level. To do so, Xi made a six-point proposal, which Obama also embraced. The gist of the
proposal includes efforts to enhance strategic trust. Xi said the defense departments of the two
countries have signed memorandums of understanding (MOUs) on establishing a mutual reporting
mechanism on major military operations and a code of safe conduct for naval and air encounters. It
shows both sides are willing to take pains to avoid accidental military conflict.

As China and the United States are two countries with unique characteristics, they need to respect
each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as political system and development model.
This point is important, as Henry Kissinger said the Americans are convinced that "American
principles are universal."

They are to deepen cooperation in every field. For example, both sides agreed to limit carbon
emissions: the United States agreed to reduce carbon emissions by 2025, by as much as 26-28 percent

compared to 2005 levels. China expects carbon emissions to reach a peak around 2030, after which
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they will begin falling; and the country's non-fossil fuel share in primary energy consumption is
expected to rise to 20 percent by 2030. A sour note has come from Republican Senator Mitch
McConnell, who called the agreement "unrealistic."”

One area in which cooperation between the two countries is especially popular among the
Chinese: joint law enforcement in the hunt for corrupt officials and embezzlers, which is called in
China Operation "Fox Hunt."

In the all-important economic and trade area, China has successfully pushed for the Free Trade
Area of the Asia-Pacific at the informal APEC summit. Some Western media have characterized it as a
rival of the U.S. sponsored Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). But Michael Froman, chief U.S. trade
envoy, said Washington does not see the two initiatives as being in competition.

The United States wants China to focus on making progress on a proposed U.S.-China
investment treaty - the bilateral investment treaty (BIT). The two leaders agreed in Beijing to hold
negotiations, as the issue is the most important in their economic relationship.

Another piece of good news is that the United States will extend Chinese student visas to five
years and business and tourist visas to ten years, to boost U.S. jobs. It is estimated that Chinese
travelers to the United States will contribute nearly US$85 billion a year to the U.S. economy. And
China has reciprocated by granting American citizens the same visa privileges.

So the Chinese and U.S. leaders have worked hard to get their relationship right, to the benefit of

both countries and the world.

(RTFEFNEEEREZVSTHRARARHARERL)

10/16/2014 12:18:43 AM
http://scholarsupdate.hi2net.com/news.asp?NewsID=15916
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