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On February 24th 2007, a birthday party honoring our beloved teacher Mr. Wellington Lee was
held in a Restaurant in Flushing, Queens, NYC. We honor him not only for his dedication,
devotion and caring for his students, but also for his remarkable and admirably venerable age --
98. | can say few people would or will reach this stage still with good health, sharp memory and
generous spirit. | am sure everybody attending the party was full of good feelings and warm

prayers and wishes our teacher Mr. Lee many, many more years and parties to come.
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Since being a student twice to Mr. Lee, | usually sit next to him as his translator, relaying what
was going on to him at the party. So having a pen in hands, and a piece of paper on the table, |
started to listen to the speakers and sometimes the jokes going around.

The President of NKAA announced the opening of the lunch party, thanking everybody making
it to the party and giving a hearty welcome to Mr. Lee and his family members. Then he invited
another of Mr. Lee's formal students, Dr. Shen Shan-Hong, a retired Professor of Art and Art
History at CCNY, to give a speech. Dr. Shen spoke briefly, among other things regarding Nankai,
he said he was thankful to teacher Lee for having taught him English in the school. He meant Mr.



Lee was a caring and devoted teacher who really wanted his students to achieve.

During the party, somehow, | got into quite a small exchange of ideas with Mr. Lee. He told me
he was born in Wu-Shi, and attended a Business Technical Middle School, learning something
like Abacus. After graduation, he got a job at Commercial Printing Co. for a while. Then he went
to Chung-hwa Business School, Research Center, while teaching students. Then he got a job as
an accountant, making $50.00 per month. He tried to go to a college, but failed the entrance
examination. Also because he had no money to pay tuition, he could not be a regular student
anyway. But he was allowed in as a non-matriculated student. Somehow he graduated. Then he
went to Chungking during the Sino-Japanese War, being admitted to Nankai Economic graduate
School with a scholarship. When got an opportunity came to the USA, he went to Columbia
Journalism School, and graduated in one year, being the first in his class. When the UN was
established in 1942, he got his job at the UN as interpreter, working there until retirement.

Without any intention of invading his privacy, | asked what did he feel was the happiest
moment/day/month/'year in his life. He said, with dreamy eyes, that the happiest day was the day
when he met his future wife in 1940. "We were schoolmates, both in the School of Journalism in
Chungking." They did have a long loving marriage with two successful boys. | remember Mrs.
Lee was suffering from Shingles, a terrible painful kind. And Mr. Lee was quite hearing impaired,
living in Woodside, Queens, at the time. A couple of times | tried to visit them but to no avalil,
because it was even difficult for them answering the telephone or getting up to open the door. |
usually feel bad that although living not far from where they were, | had never been able to visit
them.

Toward the end of the dinner, Mr. President presented a gift to him, on behalf of all of us, for the
birthday present. It was a red piece of embroidery with calligraphy in gold, very beautiful. The
head piece was written, Blessings--Longevity, and another piece was Pine--Birch --Lasting
Forever. The whole thing really meant Mr. Lee was to enjoy more blessings, and long life like the
pine and birch trees which are durable even in the winter. At this time, Mr. Lee called for attention,
Mr. Lee said that for all his studies at Nankai Graduate School, he did not have to spend one cent.
He was part-time studying and part-time working at such jobs as teaching students.

We can understand Mr. Lee must be one of the best graduate students at the time. So | asked
him another question, "If you live again, what would you like to do?" After briefly thinking, Mr. Lee
replied that he would like to "teach again." Then we were served the usual Birthday cake, singing
the Happy Birthday song among applause and laughter. Mr. Lee was standing, ready to leave.
When suddenly several ladies came near to us, bringing their personal gifts to him. Like a bottle
of wine, a pair of gloves, a sweater...etc. They must be his favorite students, | thought. We Nankai
people actually do not get together frequently, but for the love of our teacher we usually made
efforts to participate. He is every inch a gentleman and terrific teacher, worthy to be our role

model. | am sure Nankai is proud of such a son, our respectful teacher Lee.
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