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Reminders to Officials

Rau =

You cannot maRe true friends by offering meat and wine,
Better guard against drifting into the underworld twine.
Always be near and dear to the upright and honest;
To Learn from role models close-by is the easiest.
When promoted to be officials and powerful,

You should to the country and people be grateful.

If you become greedy, ruthless and cold-blooded,

Your time in reading sages’ teachings is wasted.
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Your time is imited, so don't waste it lving
someone else's life. — Steve Jobs
REIBT BB R, PR B ERTRAEAKE,

— BB X - B

Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart

people into thinking they can't lose.
— Bill Gates
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Who's the irresponsible one here?

By Zhao Jinglun December 23, 2013

U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel called

China "unhelpful" and "irresponsible" at a press
conference last Thursday and blamed China for
- the near-collision of the USS Cowpens and a
< ‘ Chinese navy vessel in the South China Sea

\/ earlier this month.

But why was a U.S. warship in the South

China Sea in the first place? It was not serving as
[By Zhai Haijun/China. org. cn] a traffic cop guaranteeing freedom of navigation —
that has never been a problem. Instead, it forced its way through the middle of a training
exercise led by the Liaoning, China's first aircraft carrier, coming within 45 kilometers of
the Chinese squadron. Every country, including the U.S., had been informed of the
exercise. The Cowpens was clearly sent to monitor it.

China has not sent a single warship with hostile intent anywhere near the U.S. coast.
Yet Washington is deploying 60 percent of its naval assets to the Asia-Pacific region.
Just who is irresponsible?

U.S. officials and media keep talking about China's "increasing assertiveness." But
China's military posturing is purely defensive. China maintains no military base in any
foreign country, unlike the U.S., which has nearly 1,000 military bases all over the world.
Now, it is deploying its most sophisticated hardware in China's front yard, ready to carry
out the Pentagon's much touted Air-Sea Battle plan against China.  So who is
irresponsible?

The U.S. has stated that they support and will defend Japan's administration of the

Diaoyu Islands if necessary, even though the islands were Chinese territory when Japan

decided to incorporate them. Why does the U.S. choose to uphold its treaty with Japan in

total disregard of the Cairo Declaration and Potsdam Proclamation, which the U.S. took

the lead in drafting?
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Who, then, is irresponsible?

Chinais trying to reform its economy to improve people's lives and contribute to
world economic growth. So far, the U.S.'s financial reforms have done nothing to solve
the root problem behind the 2008 financial crisis.

Meanwhile, the U.S. keeps increasing its already bloated military spending in spite of
the sequestration. No wonder the stocks of Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and Northrop
Grumman all went up by almost 50 percent this year. Their gain is at the expense of
veterans, the poor, the unemployed and children. That says much about the reactionary
nature of the national security state.

A new Pew Research Center poll shows that 52 percent of Americans believe that the
U.S. should mind its own business internationally and let other countries get along the
best they can on their own. Only 38 percent disagree with the statement. Yet Washington
still wants to run the world.

So who indeed is irresponsible?
The author is a columnist with China.org.cn. For more information please visit:

http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/zhaojinglun.htm

Opinion articles reflect the views of their authors, not necessarily those of China.org.cn.
http://www. china. org. cn/opinion/2013-12/23/content 30977937, htm

NSA's defenders

By Zhao Jinglun
http://www.china.org.cn/opinion/2013-12/26/content 31008464.htm

WASPocracy: sorely missed?

By Zhao Jinglun
http://china.org.cn/opinion/2014-01/04/content 31084889.htm

Do you know what ails Washington today? Author
Joseph Epstein has an answer: WASPocracy has faded,
lost its confidence and with it, the power and interest to
lead. Taking its place is meritocracy. The old WASP

generation "prided itself on character and the ability to

Overdrive [By Jiao Haiyang/China.org.cn]
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put the well-being of the nation before their own." Whereas, "most of our meritocrats, by
contrast, seem to be in business for themselves."

Epstein made these claims in his "Saturday
Essay" in the Wall Street Journal, updated December 23, 2013.

The acronym WASP stands for White Anglo-Saxon Protestant. But, according to Epstein, lots
of people who have been white, Anglo-Saxon and Protestant, were far from being WASP.
Neither Jimmy Carter nor Bill Clinton qualified.

WASPs were a caste, closed off to all not born within it, WASP life was chiefly found on the
eastern seaboard. George H.W. Bush was the last WASP president, because he was born in
Massachusetts and went to Yale. Even though his son George W. Bush can claim impeccable
WASP lineage and went to the right schools, he chose to shed all WASPish coloration to
become a Texan.

Epstein’'s embrace of elitist white privilege and contempt for minorities is nothing new.
Founding father George Washington wrote in 1783 that "the gradual extension of our
settlements will as certainly cause the savage, as the wolf, to retire, both being beasts of prey,
tho' they differ in shape."

"Thomas Jefferson predicted that the "backward" tribes at the borders "will relapse into
barbarism and misery, lose numbers by war and want, and we shall be obliged to drive them,
with the beasts of the forests into the Stony mountains. Once we don't need slavery anymore,
we'll send the slaves back to Africa. And get rid of the Latins because they are an inferior
race. We're the superior race of Anglo-Saxons. It's only to the benefit of everyone if we
people the entire hemisphere." (See Noam Chomsky, Power Systems, 2013, Metropolitan
Books, p.3)

Those words of founding fathers were uttered many years ago. But Epstein's words were
no less fierce:

"A financier | know who grew up under the WASP standard not long ago told me that he
thought that the subprime real estate collapse and the continuing hedge fund scandals have
been brought on directly by men and women who are little more than 'greedy pigs' (his words)
without a shred of character or concern for their clients or country. Naturally, he added, they
all have master's degrees from the putative best business schools in the nation.

"Thus far in their history, meritocrats, those earnest good students, appear to be about
little more than getting on, getting ahead and (above all) getting their own. The WASP
leadership, for all that may be said in criticism of it, was better than that.

Epstein argues that White Anglo-Saxon men born into rich, protestant families would never

lead the country astray.
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Really? The establishment was once dominated by WASPs, such as John Foster Dulles,
McGeorge Bundy and Robert McNamara, the so-called "best and brightest.” Dulles advocated
support of the French in their war against the Viet Minh, and Bundy and McNamara got the
U.S. into the disastrous Vietnam War.

Epstein is not only against minorities and the meritocrats. Back in the 1970s, he wrote an
article for Harper's Magazine, in which he wished "homosexuality off the face of the earth.”
His comments led to protests outside the Harper's office.

American politics has become dysfunctional partly because the Tea Party wing of the
Republicans cannot stand the idea that a black man is sitting in the White House. So they will
fight everything Obama stands for.
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